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Why Become a Physician Assistant?

“Would You Become a PA Again If 
You Had To Do It All Over?”

Contributors to PA Job Satisfaction

“Yes!” 89% 
51% Definitely, 38% Probably

n Practice medicine
n Growth in scope of practice over time
n Control of work life
n  Minimal administrative responsibilities — 

unless by choice
n  Ability to change specialties and/or work 

settings relatively easy

What is a PA?
PAs are licensed health care 
professionals who practice 
medicine with physician 
supervision in all general practice 
settings as well as all specialty 
areas. PAs conduct physical exams, 
diagnose and treat illnesses, order 
and interpret tests, counsel on 
preventive health care, assist in 
surgery, and write prescriptions. 
A PA’s scope of practice may also 
include education, research, and 
administrative services. Source: AAPA 2006 Census

Source: AAPA 2006 Census

PA Profession Ranks High 
in Today’s Economy
•  U.S. News & World Report ranked the PA Profession as a “Best Career”  

of 2009
•  Money ranked PAs No. 5 on its “Best Careers to have in a Recession” list
•  In 150 Best Recession-Proof Careers, author Laurence Shatkin ranked PAs 

No. 11 on his list of “The 150 Best Recession-Proof Jobs Overall”
•  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts the employment of PAs to grow 27 

percent from 2006 to 2016 — “much faster than the average for all occupations”
•  Kiplinger cites that PAs are in “booming demand” in its article “Recession-

Proof Careers”
•  Yahoo Hot Jobs lists PAs as a recession-proof profession in its article 

“Recession Proof Jobs in 2008”
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There are more than 140 accredited physician 
assistant educational programs in the United 
States located at academic medical centers, colleges, 
and universities. Most award a master’s degree.

PAs are required to complete more than 400 hours 
in basic sciences, 75 hours in pharmacology, 175 
hours in behavioral sciences, and nearly 580 hours of 
clinical medicine.

They also need to complete 2000 hours of clinical 
rotations with an emphasis on primary care in 
ambulatory clinics, physicians’ offices, and acute/
long-term care facilities.
• Family medicine 
• Pediatrics 
•  Emergency medicine 
• Internal medicine 

• General surgery 
• Psychiatry 
•  Obstetrics/gynecology 

PAs are required to pass a national certifying 
examination administered by the National 
Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants 
(NCCPA).
To keep the certification current, PAs must earn and 
log 100 hours of continuing medical education every 
two years and take a recertification examination every 
six years. PAs must have a license and work with the 
direction of a physician before they can practice.

Median Annual PA Income* for New 
Graduates By Specialty (2008)
Family/General Medicine $72,221
General Internal Medicine $73,585
Emergency Medicine $82,432
General Pediatrics $71,028
General Surgery $73,110
Internal Medicine Subspecialties $71,722
Pediatric Subspecialties $71,819
Surgical Subspecialties $76,706
Ob/Gyn $71,016
Other $76,598
* Excludes self-employed PAs and part-time PAs.

Projected Growth of PAs in Clinical Practice

* 0% growth assumes 
that the number of 
new graduates in 
each year from 2008 
through 2020 equals 
the increase observed 
during 2007.
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